
any SQL statement you execute—a feature 
I found a lot handier than I would have 
expected.
	 I really didn’t find any negatives in 
ApexSQL Edit: It’s a great tool, which is 
why I’ve designated it as my Editor’s Choice. 
I did notice that it has an annoying habit of 
switching database context back and forth 
between the current database and the tempdb 
when executing queries, but other than that, 
the product behaved flawlessly during my 
trials. I’d therefore highly recommend that 
any T-SQL developer take ApexSQL Edit for 
a spin. I’d consider recommending it as a suit-
able replacement for SSMS and even, possibly, 
for Query Analyzer.

Desert Island Picks
I had a good time evaluating the editors 
reviewed in this article. They’re all solid 
tools in their own right, but only one of 
them really has the focus necessary (in my 
mind) to compete with Query Analyzer 
and, to a lesser extent, SSMS. On the one 
hand, Embarcadero’s Rapid SQL and DTM 
Database Tools’ DTM SQL editor are both 
focused heavily on the same market and 
are suited to DBAs and ad hoc developers 
who spend a lot of time in heterogeneous 
environments. ApexSQL Edit, on the other 
hand, has been targeted toward only one 
platform, and that focus shows. I didn’t 
anticipate, prior to working on this review, 
that I’d ever find a T-SQL editor that I 
could like enough to compare with Query 
Analyzer or SSMS. I’m not 100 percent 
convinced that ApexSQL Edit is better than 
either of those tools, but I do feel confident 
in placing it in the same ballpark. I can see 
myself potentially complaining that there is 
no ubertool to combine the best features and 
functionality of SSMS, Query Analyzer, and 
ApexSQL Edit, but in terms of code editing, 
I’m sure I’d be fine if left on a desert island 
with any of the three. If you knew how 
much of a curmudgeon I am, you’d under-
stand why that’s a huge compliment to the 
folks at ApexSQL.�
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Table 1 Features Comparison

Feature Apex SQLEdit  
2005.02

Embarcadero  
Rapid SQL 7.4

DTM SQL  
Editor 2.02 -  
Enterprise  
Edition

Notes

Works with SQL Server 2005 Y Y Y

Multiple code/editing Windows Y Y Y

Keyboard-shortcut toggling 
between windows

Y Y N

Syntax highlighting Y Y Y

Auto-indenting* Y Y Y * I.e., remembers tab position
Code autoformatting Y Y N

Code autoformat options Y Y N

Pretty-Print formatting Y N N

Intellisense		  Y N Y* * Very rudimentary; almost an impediment

Collapsible script outlining Y Y N

Code snippets support Y Y Y

SQL script library 	 Y N N

Set and navigate bookmark 
locations

Y Y Y

Execute highlighted text/code only Y Y Y

Support for T-SQL templates Y N N

Object Explorer Y Y Y

Dependency Viewer Y Y N

Extract/generate scripts for data-
base objects

Y* Y Y** * Can’t script database, only child objects.  
** Could not get this functionality to work

Graphical execution plans Y N N

Object search Y Y Y

Visual query builder Y Y Y

Edit table/live data Y Y Y

Advanced filtering of results 
within grid/editor

Y N N

Disconnected editing Y Y Y

Edit connection properties N * N * Provides ability to change Query Timeout 
and a few other options; nothing similar to 
Query Analyzer or SSMS

Native debugging support N Y N

Query logging Y Y Y

Heterogeneous database support N Y Y

Source Control Integration Y Y Y

Built-in Sproc Unit Testing 
support

Y N N

Generate test data Y N Y* * Requires DTM DataGenerator ( +$159)
Load tests/benchmarking N Y* Y** * RapidSQL Pro comes with Code Analysis 

plug-in. 

** Requires DTM DBStress (+$149)
Test Runs (auto rollback) Y N N

Export to HTML Y Y Y

Export to XML Y Y Y

Export to FlatFile Y Y Y

Export to Excel N Y Y

Export to DumpFile N N Y

Additional export options N Y Y* * Requires DTM QueryReporter (+ $79)

Advanced cell copy options Y N Y




